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BACKGROUND 
The City of Hapeville has received a Design Review application from Bianca Howard for a mural to be painted on the 
outside side wall of the building at 632 South Central Avenue. The property is located in the U-V, Urban Village zoning 
district and the A-D, Arts District overlay, and is subject to the provisions of the Downtown Historic District Sign 
Regulations. The application includes a color sketch of the proposed mural superimposed over the proposed building 
wall and specifies the artist as Rod Ben (Killamari). 
 
CODE 
Sec. 93-3.3-29. - Original art murals.  

Original art murals are original works of visual art produced by hand that are tiled, painted directly on, or 
affixed directly to a wall or building. This section is intended to allow and encourage content neutral original art 
murals. Original art murals may be mechanically produced or computer generated prints or images, but shall not 
include the use of digitally printed vinyl. Such murals shall not contain electrical or mechanical components or 
feature a changing image. original art murals cannot contain text, graphics, or symbols.  

(a)  Standards for original art murals. Original art murals shall comply with the following standards:  
(1)  The mural shall remain in place, without alteration, a minimum of five years. The applicant shall 

attest to this standard on the permit application.  
(2)  No part of any mural shall extend beyond the building wall or freestanding wall on which it is tiled, 

painted, or affixed.  
(3)  No part of the mural shall extend more than six inches from the plane of the wall upon which it is 

tiled, painted, or affixed.  
(4)  Only oil based alkyd enamel or polyurethane enamel, or newer 100 percent acrylic exterior paints 

shall be used to create murals.  
(5)  Murals executed using spray paint shall be limited to air brushing to ensure that high quality paint 

is used.  
(6)  An appropriate clear sealer or a suitable varnish or topcoat shall be applied to the finished mural. 

Graffiti resistant sealers should be chosen.  
(b)  Prohibited original art murals. The following forms of original art murals shall be prohibited:  

(1)  Any mural that contains an element that moves, rotates, or otherwise creates a changing image or 
message.  

(2)  Any mural that uses flashing or scrolling lights, an internal light source, or other light feature.  
(3)  Any mural containing electrical or mechanical components.  
(4)  Any mural that is applied to a surface as a vinyl or other non-permanent material.  

           
FINDINGS 
The sketch represents artwork consistent with the intent of this section of the code as original art.  Elements of 
Prohibited Art Murals are not represented in the sketch. The mural will be entirely contained on the building wall 
on which it is to be painted. The mural can be approved provided the applicant agrees to execute the mural 
according to the Standards for Original Art Murals.  This includes but is not limited to the stipulations that murals 
are to remain in place for a minimum of five years and be executed in accordance with the materials and methods 
described in the Standards for Original Art. 
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