
 
 
 

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND ZONING 
PLANNER’S REPORT 

 
DATE:  June 4, 2019 
TO:   Tonya Hutson 
FROM:  Lynn Patterson 
RE:  Design Review – 600 South Central Avenue 
  
BACKGROUND 
 
The City of Hapeville has received a Design Review Application from Casey Montana Busch for the addition of solar 
panels to the roof of the existing building at 600 South Central Avenue.  
 
The property is zoned RMU, Residential Mixed-Use, and is subject to the Commercial/Mixed-Use Area, Subarea B, 
of the Architectural Design Standards.  
 
CODE 
 
Sec. 81-1-6. - Commercial/mixed-use area.  

(f)  Roof and chimney standards.  

1.  Principal building roofs for one-family detached dwellings shall have a minimum usable life of 30 
years, per manufacturer's warranty.  

2.  Roof shingles shall be slate, cedar, or asphalt.  

3.  Roof tiles shall be clay, terra cotta or concrete.  

4.  Street-facing gutters shall be copper, aluminum or galvanized steel.  

5.  Downspouts shall match gutters in material and finish.  

6.  Metal flashing, where utilized, shall be copper or factory-finished sheet metal and shall be of a color 
that blends with other building materials.  

7.  Chimneys visible from a public right-of-way shall not be faced in wood or fiber cement siding and 
shall not be a metal or ceramic pipe. Chimneys shall be wrapped in a full-depth brick, stone or 
masonry finish material.  

8.  Chimneys located on an exterior building wall shall begin at grade.  

9.  Flat roofs shall be permitted.  

10.  Buildings with sloped roofs not completely screened from the adjacent street by a parapet shall have 
a pitch between 4:12 and 12:12. Mansard roofs are prohibited. Pitched-roof materials are limited to 
roof shingles, natural slate, wood shake, factory-finished sheet metal, and terra cotta tile, unless 
determined to be historically appropriate by the planning and zoning manager.  

11. Roof-mounted lights and flagpoles are prohibited. Roof-mounted satellite dishes or 
telecommunication devices shall be screened from public view and shall blend with the background 
of the building as practical.  
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12.  In subarea A roof lines shall appear flat from the adjacent street and roof structures shall be vertically 
screened by a parapet wall.  

 
 
FINDINGS 
 
The Architectural Design Standards do not provide guidance for the installation of roof-mounted solar panels. As 
solar panels are not directly allowed by the code, a Design Exception would be required.  
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