
 
 

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND ZONING 
PLANNER’S REPORT 

 
 
 
DATE:  November 13, 2019 
TO:   Tonya Hutson 
FROM:  Michael Smith 
RE:  Design Review – 536 College Street Remodel 
  
 
BACKGROUND           

The City of Hapeville has received a design review application from James Babcock for the exterior remodel of two 
apartment buildings at 536 College Street. The remodeling consists of the addition of wooden paneling to the street 
facing facades of the two buildings, as well as the addition of wooden columns to existing stoops over the entrances 
to the units. The remodeling has already occurred.  
 
The property is zoned RMU, Residential Mixed-Use, is within the A-D, Arts District overlay, and is subject to the 
Commercial/Mixed-Use area, Subarea B, of the Architectural Design Standards.             

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The applicant has not submitted all information required for a full design review. Should the Design Review 
Committee require any other elements of the site or structure to be brought into compliance with the Architectural 
Design Standards, the applicant will need to resubmit the application with all required information. 
 
The use of wood siding is permitted in the Commercial/Mixed-Use area if it does not constitute more than 20% of 
the area of the enfronting façade. However, façade materials shall be combined horizontally, with the heavier below 
the lighter. The addition of wood siding vertically with brick to either side, rather than above the brick, is not 
compliant with the Design Standards.  However, the Committee has allowed such designs in the past with a design 
exception.  
 
As the existing stoops do not match any of the permitted supplemental area treatments, the code does not provide 
guidance for the design of the wooden columns. A design exception will be required for any changes to the stoops. 

Key: 
Compliant: P 

Not Compliant: O 

Incomplete: N 

Not Applicable: X 
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